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PROPOSED REVISION: 

This proposal removes distinct lowercase currency symbols. These are treated as their uppercase equivalents just like other picture characters.

JUSTIFICATION:

Open issue # 1 in reference 2 gives this justification:

Lower-case picture symbols have been introduced in this draft via lower-case currency signs.   The same letter in upper-case is a different picture symbol.  All other picture symbols are lower/upper-case equivalent.

In order to do replacement properly for case-sensitive currency signs, text manipulation would have to recognize the PICTURE keyword and distinguish currency symbols as case sensitive and other picture symbols as case-insensitive.  

This would introduce a new (incompatible) requirement that the PICTURE keyword and the picture symbols be syntactically correct before COPY REPLACING and REPLACE.   Further, it would alter the way COPY and REPLACE act as a linear scan matching text-words, without dependency on syntactically-correct language elements.  It would introduce a requirement that SPECIAL-NAMES and the CURRENCY SIGN clause be syntactically correct.

This is quite ugly and unnecessary.

Given that lower-case currency signs can be used within a literal currency sign string, I see no harm in removing lower-case currency symbols from the draft -- and lots of harm in keeping them.

COMPATIBILITY:

This proposal is compatible with ANSI X3.23-1985 as amended by ANSI X3.23a-1989 and ANSI X3.23b-1993.

DISCUSSION:

Initial Investigation

See justification.

Meeting 220

There was consensus to remove lower-case currency symbols.  

Meeting 221

J4 voted 6-1-2 to treat currency symbols like other picture characters.

PROPOSED CHANGES TO BASE DOCUMENT:

1. Page 69, 8.1.2.1 COBOL character repertoire, GR 3 a), delete “and except for picture symbols as specified in 13.16.39, syntax rule 3,”

2. Page 203, 12.2.6.3 SPECIAL-NAMES paragraph, GR 13, add following paragraph at bottom of page:

“If the currency symbol is a lowercase letter, it is treated as its uppercase equivalent.”

3. Page 319, 13.16.39.2 PICTURE clause, SR 3, including note, replace by the following:

“3) All lowercase letters in character-string-1 are equivalent to their corresponding uppercase representations.”

4. Page 817, D.2 Substantive changes not affecting existing programs, item # 41) Currency sign extensions, delete last sentence and change new last sentence (old penultimate sentence) to read:

“The currency string may be specified as a literal.”

RESOLVED ISSUES:

1. None

OPEN ISSUES:

1. None

